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Casa de la Amistad’s Children (Friendship House) 

Great Canadian Bible Study Mission Project  

To discover where contributions to the Canadian Baptist Women’s Great 

Canadian Bible Study mission project will be directed.  To be supportive of the ministry 

to children at Casa de la Amistad, Cochabamba, Bolivia. To value this children’s ministry. 

Tidings Magazine: June 2019, October 2018 & September 2018, pages 8-9                              

Mosaic, spring 2018 pages 2, 8-11; winter 2016 pages 8-9.                                                                       

For Mosaics see: www.cbmin.org/your-story/go-deeper     

www.timandkallie.com/blog/archives/07-2017 - “Casa: Behind the Scenes”     

Video of Blythwood Road Baptist Church’s experience as a STEP church for Bolivia 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2v9t2gvg301f473/Blythwood%20V6%20JW.mp4?dl=0 

Before you meet:  Ask three women to participate by reading the interview.  Copy the 
interview and give one to each person participating. One will read Kallie’s part, one 
Carla’s and one Fabiola’s part.  If someone in your church or area has visited Bolivia they 
may be able to provide some items to decorate the room, tablecloths, pictures or flags.  
If technology is available a slide show of pictures of Casa de la Amistad from Tim and 
Kallie Hutton’s blog may be created.  The slide show may be shown during the interview.  
You may ask someone to help you create the slide show and present it during the 
program.  The pictures from Mosaic, spring 2018 pages 8-11 may also be displayed. 
 

Order Tim & Kallie Hutton’s prayer cards from Canadian Baptist Ministries at 
least two weeks before your meeting. Contact:  bkeys@cbmin.org or 905-821-3533. 

 
Casa de la Amistad (Spanish for Friendship House) has many programs for 

children who have at least one parent in prison.  It is a project of The Baptist Social 
Development Organization (OBADES) which serves vulnerable children.  In Cochabamba 
there are both women’s and men’s prisons.  In Bolivia, children may live with a mother 
in prison.  There may be no better options for the children.  The children may leave the 
prison to go to school.  Every day during the school year the Casa de la Amistad 
ministers to these children.  They are provided with educational help, healthy meals, 
mentorship and a safe place to spend time and play.  Doctors, dentists and psychologists 
also regularly visit the Casa and provide care for the children. 
(From:  Tidings Magazine: June 2019 and September 2018, page 8.)   
                                                                                                                                                                                       

This year Canadian Baptist Women’s mission project for the Great Canadian Bible Study 
will support the children’s projects at Casa de la Amistad, Cochabamba, Bolivia.                                                          
 
If someone from your church or area has visited the Casa de la Amistad they may be 
invited to share briefly about their experience. (5-8 minutes)                                                                                                                                                                                 
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Interview:  Casa: Behind The Scenes - by Tim & Kallie Hutton 

from:  www.timandkallie.com/blog/archives/07-2017   

                                                                                                                                                      

Kallie Hutton: (introduction)  
One of our favorite projects here is the Casa de 
la Amistad (Friendship House).  
The Casa works with vulnerable children whose 
parents live in prison. Working with these kids 
is no easy task; not only do many of them have 
behavioural issues, but most come with 

heartbreaking stories. 
Carla and Fabiola—who have become two of 
our personal heroes— have both been working 
at the Casa for well over a decade. Carla, a 
trained psychologist, is celebrating her 23rd 
year and Fabiola, who teaches the youngest age 
group, is in her 19th year. We recently 
interviewed them both to hear a little from 
these two amazing and inspiring women. 
 
Kallie:  What has kept you here so long? 

 
Carla: I love the kids! I’m happy here because I 
know we're making a difference in their lives. 
The kids know they’re loved here and many of 
them don’t feel loved at home or get the 
attention they need. 

 

Fabiola:  Yes, the kids keep you coming back 
day after day and year after year. We do this 
work to show them God’s love, so it’s worth it 
even though it’s hard. 

 

Kallie:  What is the best thing about working at 

the Casa? 

Fabiola:  One of my favourite things about 

working with kids is that moment when you’re 

able to capture their attention and inspire their 

imaginations.  With the little kids especially, I 

love telling Bible stories.  Many times when you 

try to teach children they get distracted or 

don’t want to pay attention, but when they get 

pulled in by a good story, you can tell they are 

processing and really learning about God’s 

word or other important material. 

Carla: My favorite thing is getting visits from ex-

beneficiaries. Of course not all of them are 
thriving, but I would say close to 90% have left 
and are living good lives.  
Many have gone to school, found stable jobs 
and are making an honest living. We’ve helped 
them break the cycle. We’ve seen a real change 
in their lives. 
 
Kallie:  What are some changes you’ve seen 
over the years? 

 
Carla: We have less staff now. We’re trying to 
fill in the spaces with volunteers, but it’s a 
struggle. Some kids need more help and 
attention than others and it’s hard to balance 
all the work. But for my kids, I don’t mind 
working hard. 

Fabiola: Yes, now we have less staff and a 

heavier workload.  This can affect the level of 

attention we are able to give to the kids.  Carla 

used to be a full-time psychologist and was able 

to work closely with the kids to counsel them 

and build up different capacities.  Now because 

of staff cuts, she has to take on the 

administrative tasks of the project director 

while still trying to offer counseling.  We’ve all 

had to take on many more administrative tasks 

than previously.  It’s been a learning curve. 

http://www.timandkallie.com/blog/casa-behind-the-scenes
http://www.timandkallie.com/blog/archives/07-2017
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Kallie: What’s the hardest thing about working 

at the Casa? 

Carla:  The kids come with a lot of trauma.  
Many of the kids have suffered abuse or 
violation, they come with a dark past.  They’re 
used to a negative family structure and it’s very 
hard to break down those barriers both with 
the children and the parents.  We’ve seen 
success and changes but it’s a process.  Often 
times we do workshops with the moms or the 
kids around a certain issue we’ve noticed, but 

its hard to create long-term change.   
Sometimes it feels like we’re taking one step 

forward and two steps back. Everyday we’re 
fighting to make lasting change. 
 
Fabiola: For me it’s difficult to not be able to 
give the kids everything I know they need. Even 
the simple things, for example, I would love to 
be able to bring the kids to a park and give 
them a place where they could run and have 
fun and be kids, but being in the center of the 
city, there aren’t many green spaces around. 

You always wish you could do more to make 
their lives better. 
 

Kallie:  What do you do to take care of 
yourself? 
 

Carla: We support one another as a team. It 
affects us to see the suffering of the kids, but 
when we meet together as staff, we share what 
we’re going through and help one another as 

much as we can. 
 
 

 

 

 

Fabiola: We also receive great support through 
different professional development workshops 
that our program manager Marcia organizes. 
This includes external support from a network 
we've grown over the years.  

 

Kallie: What would you like to share with 
churches in Canada? 
 
Carla: Thank you so much for the support 
you’ve given us. You’ve helped hundreds of 

families, and the kids and parents who have 
come through Casa have been forever changed. 
You’ve played a big part the in the 
transformation of their lives. Please keep 
supporting us. 
 
Fabiola: Please remember all of us at the Casa!  
Your prayers and support over the years have 
made an immeasurable difference in so many 
lives. 

Kallie:  Any prayer requests? 

 
Fabiola: Pray with us for the kids we have with 
us now, but also the children who have had to 
leave the program. Over the years, there are 
those who come from such difficult 
circumstances and touch your heart, but 
because of instability in their lives they quit 

coming to the project. I always think about 
them and pray that they are alright. I pray that 
wherever they are, God is with them and 
protecting them. 

 
Carla: We just had three little girls ages 5, 6 and 
7 taken into protective custody last week 
because they were violated in the prison. Their 
younger 2 year old sister was also found to be 
suffering from malnutrition. Please pray for 
them.  
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Show the video If you have the technology available. (3.17 minutes) 
 
Ask: 
Members of Blythwood Road Baptist Church served at the Casa de la Amistad.   
What were the benefits?  

 
Ask & Discuss:  
What new information did you learn? 
How does the ministry of Casa de la Amistad inspire you? 
How is our church ministering to children and families in our community? 

 
 

  Read Colossians 3:12 – 17.  May read the verses from more than one version. 
What are God’s children to “put on”? 
What are God’s children to “do”? 
Which of these qualities would be most necessary for serving at the Casa de la Amistad? 
Ask the women to each choose one item, that is listed in these verses, that is the most 
difficult for them to do.                                                                                                                                   
Quietly pray and ask the Lord for His help to strengthen this area. 
Repeat together Colossians 3:17 

 
Pray for the Casa de la Amistad staff and volunteers.                                                                                                               
Pray for the children and families whom they serve. 
Pray for Tim & Kallie Hutton as they encourage and help both the staff and children. 
Pray for your church’s children’s ministry leaders, the children and their families. 

 
 

Give each one Tim & Kallie Hutton’s prayer card as well as a name of one of the Casa de 
la Amistad children, (printed in Mosaic Spring 2018 pages 2, 8-11).                                                
Encourage each one to pray regularly for them. 
 

www.timandkallie.com/blog/archives/04-2019 - “Treat the Earth as if Your Life Depends on It”, 

also provides information and pictures of Casa de la Amistad staff, volunteers and children.
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http://www.timandkallie.com/blog/archives/04-2019

