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     The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) 
and Baptist World Alliance Women 
(BWA Women) are transitioning the 
22nd Baptist World Congress and the 
Global Conference of Baptist Women 
to a fully virtual event to be held 
July 7–10, 2021. This decision was 
made in prayerful response to the 
COVID-19 global pandemic and as 
a result of collaborative discussions 
with global Baptist leaders.

     With the pandemic still impacting 
so many communities worldwide, 
leadership affirmed this to be the best 
decision in light of health and safety 
concerns for registrants, international 
travel restrictions, and the importance 
of offering a women’s conference 
and congress experience that reflects 
diversity and prioritizes accessibility 
for as many people as possible. With 
the transition to a virtual experience, 
the Global Conference of Baptist 
Women and 22nd Baptist World 
Congress will become the first fully-
online, globally-accessible event in 
the ministry’s history.

     The virtual Global Conference of 
Baptist Women is centred on the 
theme “Life!” and will run all day on 
July 7, 2021. It will be a beautiful, 
multilingual celebration of the 
diversity of Baptist women worldwide, 
featuring powerful speakers, relevant 
workshops, meaningful worship, 
stories, prayer, and opportunities to 
connect. There will be a seamless 
integration into the 22nd Baptist 
World Congress with the theme of 

“Together” as the dynamic virtual 
Global Conference of Baptist Women 
flows directly into the opening session 
of the 22nd Baptist World Congress. 

     “This past year has been extremely 
challenging for so many of us,” 
said newly-elected BWA Women’s 
President Karen Wilson. “Gathering 
together in this way will strengthen 
us. It will give us the opportunity to 
celebrate what God is doing around 
the world and it will remind us that we 
are not alone. We will join with Baptist 
believers from every continent to 
celebrate His purposes and His plans 
for each one of us—we thrive when 
we stand together.”
 
     “We are excited about the 
possibilities an online conference 
presents,” said Moreen Sharp, BWA 
Women’s interim executive director. 
“So many more women will be 
able to attend because they won’t 
have the additional costs of travel, 
accommodation, and meals. Not only 
that, it makes attending the BWA 
Congress much more feasible as well. 
We look forward to a wonderful time 
together.”

     The cost? Only USD$20 for the 
Life! basic package (and register for 
the BWA Congress for just USD$50 
more). Find all information, pricing, 
registration for both conferences, and 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on the 
new joint Global Conference of Baptist 
Women and BWA Congress website at 
BWA2021.org. 
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Karen Wilson of Australia has “always had a love 
for working with people from all walks of life and 
feels called to speak up for those who have no voice 
of their own. She has spent many years working in 
nations all over the world and has a strong grasp 
of cross-cultural ministry. With her faith being the 
driving motivator, Karen is passionate about her 
work with the poor and marginalized, and is often 
found in other nations working amongst those in 
great need.”

Asha Sanchu is from Nagaland, a small state 
in Northeast India. “Justice issues in relation to 
children and women and especially those caught up 
in sexual exploitation have been very close to her 
heart even before she understood and realized the 
intensity and consequences of getting involved in 
such causes. After she finished her master’s degree 
in theology, she committed herself fully to the 
work of rescue, securing freedom, and empowering 
lives of women entrapped in the web of sexual 
exploitation.”
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