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              Spotlight on CBM

Sources: cbmin.org, personal email, 
and Halk February 2019 CBM update.

by Ruth Anna Dana

Brenda Halk, Canadian Baptist Min-
istries’ women’s initiatives facilitator, 
is a Canadian mother to a group of 
Kenyan women pastors. In service 
for Christ, she has built loving rela-
tionships with these women.

  How did this come about that a 
mother and grandmother in Canada 
could earn this trust with women on 

the other side of the 
world? In a ministry 
initiated with women 
of the African Christian 
Churches and Schools 
while former CBM staff 
Aaron and Erica Kenny 
served in Kenya, a 
group of Canadian 
women began a long-
distance outreach of 

mentoring and encouragement. 
They listened and followed God’s 
voice to pray. In November 2018, 
God blessed in allowing seven of 
these women to travel to Kenya to 
develop this friendship.

  This desire to provide education, 
leadership, and business and skills 
training to empower women actually 
enfolded long before Brenda took on 
the role of CBM’s women’s initiative 
facilitator in January 2014. She 
began her career as a teacher in 
special education with the Waterloo 
District School Board. Later she 
became an entrepreneur, operating 
several businesses in the Waterloo, 
Ontario, area. Nevertheless, the 
Lord knew that these God-given 
skills could be used in a larger forum 
as she branched out into volunteer 
leadership. Brenda eventually 
became an executive member 
of the North American Baptist 
Women’s Union (now the Baptist 
Women of North America), and 
was the president of the board of 
directors (2009–2012) of Canadian 
Baptist Ministries.

  Don’t you think that Brenda was 
prepared in ministry here at home 
to enter into service globally? 
This began with small steps of 
obedience. A favourite verse 
for Brenda is Colossians 3:23: 
“Whatever your task, put yourselves 
into it, as done for the Lord and not 
for your masters.” This became 
the brand name Co323 to develop 
CBM’s Marketplace Ministries. 
This ministry “involves fostering 
new initiatives, training partners to 
engage in the marketplace, linking 
business people, investing and 
supporting strategically in people 
and places to seek to integrate faith 
and work.”

 On the ground, this ministry is 
Michael and Melanie Waddell in the 
Philippines working with farmers 
and small businesses. In Lebanon, 
Elie and Mireille Haddad oversee 
a course on faith and work at the 
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 
for the graduates to provide income 
for their families as they begin 
ministry. And in Kenya and Rwanda, 
self-help groups create and 
operate small businesses, working 
together to equip women with 
vocational skills. For an individual, 
this training allows an 
underprivileged single 
mother to earn family 
income and work 
toward the education 
of her own children, 
which is particularly 
important for girls 
because two-thirds of 
uneducated children are female. 
Working alongside these women 
who are faced with negative cultural 
values and extreme poverty is the 
Gender and Women’s Initiative 
of CBM’s She Matters advocacy 
campaign, which is directed by 
Brenda. 

  Brenda is also the overseer and 
a trainer for a program developed 
by Faith Holwyn, called Groups 
of Hope. The two books of the 
program, Walking with God in 
Difficult Times, and, Hearing God’s 
Call to a Closer Relationship, are 
used in many small group contexts 
at home and abroad.

  Where can we be involved? As 
an individual and through Atlantic 
Baptist Women, we can give 
generously to the programs of CBM 
and can encourage those who 
serve in ministry among women, 
whether locally or globally. We can 
be equipped to be effective agents 
of change at home, in the church, 
and within our communities. 

Brenda Halk (left) at a 2018 conference with female pastors in Kenya.


