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   When we think of children, the images that come to 
mind are that of playful little ones, surrounded by the 
warmth and love of those who are raising them. We 

think of innocence and the hope of a bright future. 
But in many places in the world, there are children 
who live in extreme poverty and social isolation—kids 
and youth whose well-being is at risk. In Rwanda the 
atrocious crime of genocide that was committed against 
the Tutsis in 1994 resulted in an overwhelming number 
of kids made vulnerable as they lost parents and their 
support system. The AIDS pandemic also affected 
countless kids and youth in the nation in the same 
manner. 

     Both crises saw child-headed houses becoming the 
norm. In these homes, the eldest children cared for 
the rest of their siblings, and they were left to fend for 
themselves while navigating grief, vulnerability, abuse, 
and lack of resources. 

    Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM), in partnership 
with the Association des Églises Baptistes au Rwanda 
(AEBR), responded to these needs in Rwanda by forming 
the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Program (OVC). As 
heads of households, many children couldn’t continue 
going to school. However, through the OVC Program, 
children and youth are now able to stay in school 
through assistance with tuition and scholarships, 
uniforms, books, and other school materials. They will 
also have access to mentorship and psychosocial 
support. 

    For girls, there are gender-specific challenges to 
getting an education, including the often-burdensome 
responsibility of managing a home, as well as a lack of 
access to feminine hygiene products. Providing sanitary 
supplies will help prevent absences for young women, 
while skills training and knowledge enhancement will 
empower them and help them manage home and 
school life. 

    With opportunities like education, mentoring, and 
psychosocial support, participants have a better chance 
for a brighter future. With the right tools in hand, the 
younger generation can help build better lives for 
themselves and break the cycle of poverty towards 
economic stability and improved well-being. 

Argentine lives in poverty and 
didn’t have access to school materials. 
She said, “This project really helped 
me! If it wasn’t for it, I couldn’t have 
studied.” 

Daniel has seen hope through 

the program. Born into poverty 

with a leg disability and raised 

by an abusive aunt and a 

stepfather who kept him from 

getting an education, this program was Daniel’s only 

way out. He says, “I thank this project very much. If it 

wasn’t for this I wouldn’t have gone to school.”        

 Patrick and his siblings were able 
to get financial support for primary 
school education, but this does not 
extend to secondary school. Without 
the scholarship from CBM and the 
AEBR, he would have not been able to 

                                progress to the high school level.    

   Be a beacon of light and hope to many others like 
Argentine, Daniel, and Patrick who still need help. 
How can you help? 

   Please pray for the OVC Program and the children who 
are benefitting in 2021. You can also help by 
fundraising! 

$24 Provides sanitary supplies for a female student for 
a year so they don’t have to miss school each month. 

$35 Provides school supplies for one student. 

$65 Sends a student to school for a term ($260 per 
year). 

The Orphans and Vulnerable Children Project is the 
2021 ABW Children’s Mission Action Project and can be 
used in any children’s program in your church. 

   A downloadable page that children can colour and 
wrap around a small milk carton as a schoolhouse coin 
box is available. This will help children collect offering to 
support this project. Contact the ABW executive 
director for more details. 

   Send your offering to your ABW provincial treasurer, 
designated for the 2021 Children’s Mission Action 
Project, “Orphans and Vulnerable Children.” Addresses 
for the treasurers are available from the ABW executive 
director: Lisa Lohnes - 506-382-3898 

atlanticbaptistwomen@gmail.com                 


