
                       Word and Deed in India                                              

 

 

To discover about CBM’s partnership with local churches in India and to 

understand how lives are impacted in India through 5 connections: 

shared, demonstrated, strengthened, advanced, transformed.  

 

 

This program can be presented as a panel format, involving several 

members of your group to make it more interactive: one person to facilitate the program and 

five others serving as panelists who present each key component. (One panelist may present 

more than one component if 5 people are not available.) The facilitator should prepare print 

off the 5 components and give each panelist one component. The facilitator may show the 

photos for each component as they are being presented. A power point presentation featuring 

colored photos is also available on the ABW website under Resources. The facilitator will give 

the introduction and conclusion of the program as well as cue 5 panelists when it is their turn.  

 

 

Facilitator: Today we are going to discover about CBM’s partnership 

with local churches in India. This partnership involves ministry projects in 

the areas of kids at risk, community development, leadership training, women empowerment, 

networking of churches, theological education, and marketplace ministry. Through these 

ministries, lives are impacted in India through 5 connections: shared, demonstrated, 

strengthened, advanced, transformed. The panelists today will present these 5 connections. 

(introduce panelists) The information for this program has been prepared by Suraj 

Komaravalli, CBM’s India Team Leader. 

     Suraj first invites us to look at the context of India. India is said to be a developing country 

especially in the fields of science and information technology, so why should we be 

concerned with India?  Because the reality is quite different.  In principle, there are programs 

to uplift the poor but rarely do the poor benefit from it.  The Caste system is still very 

oppressive in India. A majority of the poor belong to the lower caste, the Dalits, and are 

considered outcasts. The tribals are also generally treated inferior.  Most Christians fall into 

this lower caste or tribal group.  According to the 2011 census, Christians are only 2.3% of 

India’s total population of 1.2 billion. The upper castes’ desire to keep the lower castes in 

bondage under them, spreads into the social, political and religious context of India. Suraj 

compares the situation and cry of the poor and oppressed in India to the times in which Jesus 

was born and ministered on earth. Suraj says that as the church, we have been called out to 

live in such societies and make anew the broken world.  It is for these faith reasons he 

commits to minister through CBM and in partnership with local churches to bring hope, 

healing and reconciliation through word and deed to such people.  

    We will begin with our first panelist, (name of panelist), who will present the Shared 

connection.  
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Panelist 1: Connection #1 is:  

Shared - The Gospel of Jesus Christ is shared, and people respond in faith and discipleship.  
     Since 2019, partnership with Alempang Baptist church in Nagaland and the Mising Baptist 
Association, is paving the way to sharing the Gospel among the Assam, an animistic tribal 
group.  Animists believe that every part of nature have a soul. In 2019, four churches were 
planted and 96 were baptized.  In 2020, due to COVID only 2 churches were planted and 
around 30 were baptized.  Likewise, from 2017-2019 among the Soura Baptists in Odisha 
state, 29 churches were planted and 193 baptized.  In 2020, five churches were planted and 
around 60 were baptized.  COVID has delayed baptism of 23 Soura believers.  
     In the midst of new believers, there are also cases of persecution.  Among the Souras, 
four families who were recently baptized were warned by the villagers to not attend church or 
else they would killed.  In another Soura village, three other Christian families’ huts were 
burned. A fundamental group in northeast part of India destroyed a pastor’s house.  In spite, 
of these faith challenges, Christians are all standing firm in their faith and following Jesus 
Christ. 

Facilitator: Isn’t it wonderful to hear how our Christian brothers and sisters in India are being 
faithful even in the midst of COVID. Let us pause for a short word of prayer. (thank God that 
the Gospel is being shared and more lives are coming to him. Thank God for the faithfulness 
of the Christians in India. Ask for his protection, especially over the Soura Baptists as they 
suffer persecution.) 
      
      Our second panelist (name) will now present the next connection, Demonstrated.  
 
Panelist 2: Connection #2 is:  
Demonstrated – The lives and communities of the most vulnerable are improved. 
     In partnership with the Christian Medical Center, 115 HIV/AIDS friends in five villages 
around Pithapuram either receive Income Generation Programs to sustain themselves and 
their dependent families or food supplements every month.  There is still much stigma 
attached to those with HIV/AIDS. But today by God’s grace, all beneficiaries are accepted to 
live in their respective villages and there are no further cases.  Secondly, in partnership with 
Alempang Baptist church, 20 people have successfully completed a detoxification and 
spiritual transformation program. They have also received Income Generation programs to 
setup mushroom, piggery and poultry farms.  Today they actively participate in church 
services and can earn enough for their families.   
     During the pandemic and floods, in partnership with Alempang Baptist Church and Mising 
Baptist Association we demonstrated God’s love in offering relief through funding by CBM to 
provide rice, lentils for around 100 Mising families who have lost daily wage jobs. With Elim 
Compassion Ministries in the Kakinada area, we conducted four COVID relief camps 
providing food and hygiene products for around 900 poor families of all faiths. Likewise, in 
partnership with Soura Baptists and Oriya Baptists, similar COVID relief assistance was 
provided to more than 2500 families. Most important, almost all beneficiaries have come to 
know that this love is demonstrated in the name of Jesus and that they are being empowered 
through love.  

Facilitator: Food security has been especially challenging during the pandemic as lockdowns 
have prevented access to work. In some areas, starvation is a bigger threat than COVID. 

PANEL 



Many in India depend on wages being paid each day to cover their food costs, so they are 
unable to buy more than one day’s supply of food at a time. Let us pray for them. (Thank God 
for the relief programs that provide some food and hygiene products. Ask God to meet the 
needs of the many families who depend on daily wages to buy food.)  
 
     The third connection, Strengthened, will be presented by (name).  
 
Panelist 3: Connection #3 is:  
Strengthened – Leaders are developed and equipped for missional engagement. 
     In partnership with Theological Seminaries like Baptist Theological Seminary in Kakinada; 
Andhra Christian Theological College in Hyderabad; Clark Theological College in Nagaland, 
and other seminaries in India, we are preparing pastors and leaders for the churches by 
providing scholarships. Most of the students come from difficult financial backgrounds.  Every 
year around 40-50 theological students and 5-10 graduates are strengthened for missional 
engagement.  Likewise, every year around 400 Pastors & spouses, various church leaders 
and theological students are strengthened in current approaches in theological thought and in 
Integral Mission.  Leadership workshops and field visits also offer practical opportunities for 
networking and strengthening building capacity. 

Facilitator: Well trained pastors and church leaders are very important in strengthening the 
church. Shall we pray for these programs. (Thank God for men and women who lead in the 
churches in India. May they be encouraged as they learn about new opportunities to serve 
Christ and as they lead and equip others to serve Christ.) 

      Our next panelist (name) will now present the fourth connection, Advanced.  
 
Panelist 4: Connection #4 is: 
Advanced – Impact is increased for our common mission with our partners.  
     Partners should provide for one another especially amidst challenges. Among the Soura 
Baptists, more than 6000 widows live in poverty.  Due to limited funding, in 2020 only 40 new 
widows from four villages were provided with income generating programs. These programs 
help the women set up small businesses to provide for their families. These widows were also 
taught skills in money management, micro-enterprises, marketing and business.  Today by 
God’s grace, more than 200 widows who we have empowered over the years are earning a 
reasonable income, sending their children to the school, and living a reasonably dignified life 
in society.  
     Likewise, many children have little access to education or are unable to study without a 
tutor. Around 900 children receive tutoring in 30 Soura Baptist churches, around 50 in Elim 
Compassion Ministries, 107 Mising tribe children in two Assam churches, and 150 students in 
Oriya Baptist churches.  Skills-training programs in mechanics, beautician, tailoring and 
computers are also provided to empower the youth and women of these areas. The impact is 
tremendous as many youth are finding employment. 
 
Facilitator: Education is so key to empowerment. Let us pray for these programs. (Thank 
God for the resources, abilities, and knowledge the women, children, and youth are receiving 
through these programs. Ask God’s blessing upon them as they make a difference in their 
communities.)   
 
     Our fifth and final connection, Transformed, will be presented by (name).  



 
 
Panelist 5: Connection #5 is: 
Transformed – Christ like witness of program participants has influenced and transformed the 
society through their newly acquired vocations.   
     Partnerships with local churches through word and deed has strengthened a Christ like 
witness among the partners. The Soura Baptists will gradually begin their own tutoring 
centres for children and empowerment projects for widows in all their 960 churches.  Also, 
Oriya Baptists youth who received computer training are now providing free computer training 
for unemployed Oriya youth.  Among the Mising Baptists, women who have learned tailoring 
are stitching blouses for poor women, and women who have learned weaving are financially 
assisting in the mission work of the Mising Baptist church.  
 
Facilitator: Let us praise God in prayer his love that causes his children to reach out to 
others. (Thank God for the hospitality of grace that causes his children to share with others. 
May many come to him as a result of the generous hearts of the Indian Christians. Pray for 
the Christians in India and for increased partnership between the local Baptist churches in 
India and CBM that will extend his kingdom there.) 

 
 
 

Thank you panelists for your presentations today in helping us learn about CBM partners’ 
ministry in India.   
     One final word from Suraj: “I sincerely thank God and Atlantic Baptist Women for the 
opportunity to share about my ministry through CBM in India.  Since we worship in truth and 
spirit, I firmly believe that you were there along with me in India through your prayers and 
contributions.  Yes, churches, friends and especially ABW in Canada were instrumental for 
the on-going ministry among the poor and needy in India. As I close, in Christ I encourage 
one another through the scripture, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10) AMEN.  
 
 
Atlantic Baptist Women extends our thanks to Suraj Komaravalli for providing the information 

for this program.  

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 


